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Documentary portraits capture the authentic 
bond you share. This is about so much more 
than just pretty smiles. This is your life.



BETSY + PEOPLE = LIFE

I love people and I adore telling their stories through the unique lens I see the world 

through. I dig deeper. I crave to understand the why. 

I spent the most of the past year abroad, traveling the world as a global citizen and 

creating imagery to tell the story of my journey and adventures. Now I am back in San 

Diego and am enjoying reconnecting with my clients and meeting new ones as well!  

My Vida Documentaries focus on my photojournalism skills and foster that passion. 

Creating images that provide insight and a glimpse into your world thrills me and 

reminds me that I have one of the amazing jobs in the world. 

The goal of my photography is transform the ordinary into the extraordinary. It preserves 

the tiniest slivers of life in a single frame that will grow in value over time. I want you to 

look at this collection of moments years later and relive the uniqueness of your life story. 

Let’s work together to capture the special connections and interactions of your one-a-

kind journey! 
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Vida Documentaries carry a transparency where portraits, relationships, and 

storytelling photojournalism intersect to embrace the raw and real moments 

of life. There is a certain honesty in these images. You have to be willing to 

vulnerable in front of the camera. But don’t worry—I’m going to guide you 

through the experience and be encouraging you. I won’t leave you high and 

dry. My ultimate goal is to show the beauty in the every day as I highlight 

the extraordinary in the ordinary. I want to visually share with you what your 

unique life looks like from the outside. I hope this process brings you to 

appreciate and cherish your VIDA even more by slowing down and seeing 

the deeper meaning in what you share.  

This is where your legacy begins...

Subtitle goes here. Subtitle goes here. 

WHAT IS
DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY?
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IN-HOME VIDA DOCUMENTARY SESSION
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WE WILL ALL HAVE FUN

My goal is to depict the fun and love your 
family shares. The truth is if you’re not 

having fun, I’m not having fun! 
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VIDA DOCUMENTARY PACKAGES AT A GLANCE  |  COMPARISON CHART

WEEKEND SESSIONS +250  |  ADDITIONAL ITEMS AVAILABLE A LA CARTE AT CURRENT STUDIO RATES

PACK AGE COVERAGE DIGITAL FILES ARTBOOK GALLERY CREDIT MOBILE APP

DAY IN YOUR VIDA HALF-DAY {3 – 4 HRS} INCLUDED 50 -PAGE ARTBOOK $300 INCLUDED

VIDA LEGACY 90 –120 MINUTES INCLUDED 30 -PAGE ARTBOOK $100 INCLUDED

VIDA STORY TELLING 90 MINUTES INCLUDED X X INCLUDED

VIDA LIFE 60 –90 MINUTES X X X X
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Ease your nerves with a pre-session consultation. We will work together to weave a 

meaningful story unique to your lives. I am also available to answer any questions 

you may have prior to your 90–120 minute on-location documentary session.

Each of your finished images will be given personal attention with signature color 

service before they are presented online. Your finished collection of images is 

delivered via download from your gallery. 

Keep the memories at your fingertips with a personalized mobile app,

See your life unfold in the pages of your gorgeous, custom-designed deluxe  

30-page Artbook with unique embossed cover artwork, created just for you.

Create art of your life for your walls with your gallery credit.

Weekend sessions +250  |  Additional items available a la carte at current studio prices

VIDA LEGACY | $2100 {$700 SAVINGS}

90–120 MINUTE VIDA DOCUMENTARY 

DIGITAL COLLECTION OF IMAGES

MOBILE APP WITH TOP IMAGES

30-PAGE HEIRLOOM 10X10 ARTBOOK

$100 GALLERY CREDIT

Ease your nerves with a pre-session consultation. We’ll work together to weave a 

meaningful story unique to your lives. We’ll spend half a day together, capturing 

the details of your life together, making sure we take breaks to keep things relaxed! 

Each of your finished images will be given personal attention with signature color 

service before they are presented online. Your finished collection of images is 

delivered via download from your gallery. 

Keep the memories at your fingertips with a personalized mobile app,

See your life unfold in the pages of your gorgeous, custom-designed deluxe  

50-page Artbook with unique embossed cover artwork, created just for you.

Create art of your life for your walls with your gallery credit.

Weekend sessions +250  |  Additional items available a la carte at current studio prices

DAY IN YOUR VIDA | $3500 {$1000 SAVINGS}

HALF-DAY IN YOUR VIDA {3–4 HRS}

DIGITAL COLLECTION OF IMAGES

MOBILE APP WITH TOP IMAGES

50-PAGE HEIRLOOM 10X10 ARTBOOK

$300 GALLERY CREDIT
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Ease your nerves with a pre-session consultation. We will work together to weave a 

meaningful story unique to your lives. I am also available to answer any questions 

you may have prior to your 90 minute on-location documentary session.

Each of your finished images will be given personal attention with signature color 

service before they are presented online. Your finished collection of images is 

delivered via download from your gallery. 

Keep the memories at your fingertips with a personalized mobile app,

 
 
 

Weekend sessions +250  |  Additional items available a la carte at current studio prices

Ease your nerves with a pre-session consultation. We will work together to weave a 

meaningful story unique to your lives. I am also available to answer any questions 

you may have prior to your 60–90 minute on-location documentary session.

Each of your finished images will be given personal attention with signature color 

service before they are presented online in your private gallery. 

Keep the memories at your fingertips with a personalized mobile app,

 
Weekend sessions +250  |  Additional items available a la carte at current studio prices

VIDA STORYTELLING | $1100 {$300 SAVINGS} VIDA LIFE | $450

90 MINUTE VIDA DOCUMENTARY 

DIGITAL COLLECTION OF IMAGES

MOBILE APP WITH TOP IMAGES

60–90 MINUTE VIDA DOCUMENTARY 

ITEMS A LA CARTE AT STUDIO RATES
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READ THE CORDOVA FAMILY’S STORY: http://lavidacreations.com/cordova-san-diego-family-lifestyle-portraits-north-county-san-diego//

IN-HOME VIDA DOCUMENTARY SESSION
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READ THE HALLQUIST FAMILY’S STORY: http://lavidacreations.com/hallquist-outdoor-documentary-lifestyle-family-portraits-irvine-regional-park-orange-county/

ON-LOCATION VIDA DOCUMENTARY SESSION
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PRESERVATION FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

La Vida Artbooks are hands down the best way to enjoy and, more 

importantly, preserve your images for your lifetime and be able to 

share them with your children’s children. Since the images are not 

constantly exposed to UV light, it is akin to keeping images in dark 

storage. For this reason, your La Vida Artbook is presented in an 

archival box for added safe-keeping.

I will be sharing other details with you in the Vida Preservation 

Guide so that you are empowered to preserve your memories and 

protect your investment. 



IN-HOME VIDA DOCUMENTARY SESSION

READ THE STAUFFER FAMILY’S STORY: http://lavidacreations.com/stauffer-documentary-family-photography-in-home-los-angeles/
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IN-HOME VIDA DOCUMENTARY SESSION
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You know you want your life documented in a special way, but it may feel a 
little scary to say yes not knowing exactly how a session works. Let’s talk a 
little about how my process works, so that you know what to expect from 
start to finish. Your entire Vida experience is very important to me!

1. Getting Started 
CONTRACT SIGNED? CHECK. PAYMENT MADE? CHECK. YOU’RE BOOKED! I will send you 

a questionnaire that helps me get to know you. Many of my clients make a date of it and answer 

the questions together. It’s like taking a walk down memory lane. Pairs well with wine :) 

2. Brainstorming Call 
QUESTIONNAIRE TURNED IN. CHECK. From your answers, I will put together a game plan 

for our time together. I like to schedule a “Brainstorming Call” to confirm we are planning 

something you will LOVE but can also communicate my ideas over email if life is too hectic.

3. Waiting for Your Session 
THE ANTICIPATION IS HIGH. In the time leading up to your session, I will check in with some 

quick tips on wardrobe and other things to make the most of your session. My goal is to keep 

you excited and for your experience to feel as stress-free as a mojito in Mexico (olé!).

4. The Vida Documentary Session 
WHAT EXACTLY HAPPENS AT THE SHOOT? Everyone’s nerves can be a little frazzled at first, 

so we’ll take a few moments to chit-chat and get comfortable. When I feel like we are ready 

to start, I will give you a little pep talk to get you in the right place. I’m not a silent creeper in 

the corner shooting. I like to think it feels like you just have a new friend hanging with you. You 

don’t need to worry how you look or what to do because I’ll help you work through those fears. 

One of my greatest gifts is making people feel at ease in front of the camera which is reflected 

in my work you’ve seen. That’s part of the reason you hired me—so trust in that!  

Your job is simply to enjoy your time together with the people you love. Simple as that.

THE PROCESS
5. Awaiting Your Gallery  
LET’S CELEBRATE THE FACT THAT YOU ARE BRAVE! You said yes to taking control of your 

memories. Please reflect on our time together, because I want to know how you felt about 

the experience. I’ll send you a special brochure that highlights ways to protect and enjoy your 

investment in professional photography. I also love to share a highlight or two before your 

gallery release, so keep an eye out on my social media channels!

6. Your Gallery Reveal + Finished Art Pieces 
IT’S TIME TO SEE YOUR STORY IN PHOTOS! You’ll see unnoticed moments turned into art. 

You’ll see photos that make you say things like, “OMG, that is so him!” You may cry. You may 

laugh. You will smile. You’ll be hooked on this style of photography! I’ll help you visualize what 

your story will look like in the products before you purchase. 

7. Product Delivery + Timing 
YOUR GALLERY IS OPEN FOR 21 DAYS. You’ll have the opportunity to share your gallery with 

friends and family as you please. You may also order additional prints and products during 

this time at current studio rates. Your products will arrive on your doorstep within 4-6 weeks of 

finalizing your order. You should backup your digital assets immediately.  

8. Relationships. Not Transactions. 
LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH. I cherish my relationships with my clients and new friends! Photography 

is such an intimate thing and I am incredibly grateful for the amazing people it brings into my 

life. Most of my clients are friends with me on facebook and we check in on each others’ lives. 

Also, be sure to sign up for my email list so that you can be the first to know about special 

promos and offerings that are exclusive to my Vida family. You can even earn your next session at 

an exclusive rate by referring your friends and family—that’s the biggest compliment of all!
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When do I pay my session fee? 
Your session fee is due in full when you sign the contract. The 

contract and your payment reserve your time and date on my 

calendar. This fee is non-refundable as I am blocking my schedule 

for your session. 

What if I need to reschedule?  
Life happens. I get it. Please provide 24–48 hours notice. Your 

session fee is non-refundable, but I am happy to offer a one-time 

reschedule if you let me know within that 24–48 hour window. 

What happens if it’s going to rain?  
Well, living on the coast in San Diego, I generally don’t reschedule 

unless they’re forecasting more than a 30% chance of rain. For the 

record, I watch the weather like a hawk, so if I think the session 

will be compromised by weather, I’ll be sure to let you know! 

My house is WAY too messy to have our photos taken in.  
Rubbish. ;) Everyone says this! Once you fill out the questionnaire, 

I will put together a recommendation for your session. We will 

map out themes, activities, and locations. If we move forward with 

shooting in your home, we’ll discuss the rooms that need to be 

photo-ready so that you can take a little pressure off yourself.  

Are our images enhanced?  
All of your finished images are individually color-corrected and 

color-optimized. They are delivered print-ready in your gallery.

How long after our session will our images be ready?  
The typical turnaround time for Vida Documentaries is 3–4 weeks. 

What should we wear? 
Once you book, I’ll send you the Vida Portrait Guide that is 

packed with loads of helpful information and tips on clothing 

choices, session prep, and more!

Can we include our pet in our session? 
YES, PLEASE! I’m a HUGE dog lover and believe they’re an 

important part of the family. I volunteer at the Humane Society 

taking glamour shots of adoptable dogs for their website.  

Somehow, miraculously, I have not taken 14 dogs home. If you 

have another pet that is not of the canine persuasion, let me know 

so that we can discuss ways to include them. 

I see a lot of black and white. Do you deliver color images as well?  
I have a soft-spot for black and white photography because of its powerful storytelling in documentary 

imagery. As it removes all the distractions of color, it forces you to focus on interactions, emotions, and 

details. A majority of the artist selects will be presented in black and white on my blog and social media. 

Your finsihed gallery will be delivered in color as well as black and white. There may be certain images 

that are only provided in black and white due to lighting or artist intention.

How long does it take to get our Artbook in hand?  
If you pre-ordered your Artbook up front with your session, you’ll receive an initial pre-design 4–6 weeks 

after your session. I select the best images to tell your story, then we go through a brief editing process. 

We typically go through two rounds of edits with two-week turnarounds. Once you approve the design 

and custom-cover art, I’ll prep it for the bookmakers and it will arrive on your doorstep in 4–6 weeks.  

Can I add more pages to my Artbook?  
Definitely! Additional spreads of two pages are $100 + tax each. When I design your layout, I may include 

additional pages, depending on how the session plays out in the design. If so, I’ll bring it to your attention 

to it for consideration and let you know any additional costs associated with the potential dream design. 

Can I order other studio art pieces after our session? 
Absolutely! You do receive a discount by ordering items up front with your session but you can always 

add more art pieces to your package.

Do you offer packages that only include the session time and not the digital files? 
I used to. I’ve moved towards offering the types of packages that my ideal clients most often book and I 

feel deliver the best experience. That being said, you can always ask if I have availability in my schedule 

for a la carte sessions or mini sessions. If you happen to hit me at a slower time of the year or have 

flexibility to do a mid-week session, I can sometimes fit these in. Don’t be afraid to ask. I’ll be honest!

Can we make our own prints? 
Your digital collection is delivered with a print permission release, so the answer is yes. HOWEVER, your 

online gallery is linked to my professional lab who makes amazing prints and honors my color work. They 

are reasonable and you’ll enjoy archival quality prints which are tested to withstand the test of time with 

minimal fading and deterioration. Printed photos are actually more reliable than digital media. Bet you 

didn’t know that! ;) 

Do you offer payment plans? 
Yes. I try to accommodate people the best I can, within reason. Message me to discuss options I currently 

offer. I also offer monthly subscriptions where we set up a recurring payment that makes budgeting much 

easier. That way, at the end of the year, your session has already been paid for and you’re ready to go! 

FAQS
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IDEAS + INSPIRATION

I have a helpful questionnaire that I will send you to get 

the brainstorming rolling. We’ll take inventory of your 

favorite family activities as well as special characteristics 

of your favorite people. I’ve done loads of these sessions 

and trust me—there is never a shortage of material to 

work with! 

I’ve included a few past sessions in the following pages as 

well as session sparks to get the creative juices flowing! 
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 GAME NIGHT: Board games or a game of cards will get you together without having 
your minds on the camera. Include the snacks and details of the games.

FIRESIDE EVENING INDOORS: Talk about cozy! Whether reading stories together, 
playing games, or having a great conversation, being fireside will *spark* a session for 
sure! Ever toasted marshmallows indoors? S’mores. Yay!

IN THE KITCHEN: We can document the creation of a secret family recipe or let the 
kids go to town by trying something new. Kids and even teens will love to decorate freshly 
baked cookies. A family meal will continue with everyone around the table whether they 
start with prayer or passing dishes.

GOING ON AN ADVENTURE: Whether going on a hike on a state trail, off the beaten 
path, or exploring the shops on streets of a new, downtown atmosphere, exploring a new 
place can be unpredictable and exciting. Add in a twist with Geocaching—fun at any age.

BACKYARD BBQ OR PICNIC: Food and photography go together like chocolate and 
peanut butter. Mix together the great outdoors, the story of the party from prep to clean up, 
and the interaction amongst family and friends for a great time loaded with lots of natural 
moments.

FAVORITE SPORTS: What does your family like to do in motion? I love finding not-so 
obvious details when clients are in motion. You’ll forget the camera is there as you have fun.

ICE CREAM OR SWEET SHOPPE: Perfect for anyone! Who doesn’t love sweets?

PLAYING AT FAVORITE PARK: There’s nothing better than when the weather to head out 
to your favorite park! What do you love to do when the sun is out? 

MAKING A FORT IN THE LIVING ROOM: Why kind of things do you do on rainy days? 
Fort-making? Crafts? Movie day? 

WATER FUN: What do you do on a hot day? Running through a sprinkler, backyard pool 
shenanigans, water balloons, bubble fun, water gun fight... so many ideas! with a candle inside.

A common challenge my clients face is having the mindset of “I don’t know what would be 
worth photographing.” I’m here to tell you that almost any ol’ scenario will do, it just takes 
a photographer’s vision to draw out the magic. There is beauty in capturing a favorite 
everyday activity or creating a new memory together. I’ll help you create something great!

SESSION SPARKS
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MAKE YOUR PHOTOS 
MEAN SOMETHING

What part of your everyday life do 
you cherish and want to preserve? 
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The Results  
If you have 13 or more highlights captured in photographs, you are in great shape! This means you 
already value the preservation of memories and likely have a handful of photos to represent each person 
on your list. Are you also in these images or are you the family historian? Most people do not come up 
with these results. If you have 12 or fewer highlights, this means most of your precious memories are 
stuck in your mind. You can share these stories through words but don’t have a something to visually 
share the stories and details or reflect upon when the memories become fuzzy. 

How do I obtain more memories in the form of photos?  
Ask yourself: Do I love a night of sitting on the couch, glass of wine in hand, and a homegrown 
conversation about the good ol’ days while feeling paper memories between your fingertips? Do my days 
in life seem to be rushed? Even last week has started to become a blurred, distant memory. Do I want my 
future generation to feel a connection to our life as it is now? Can I be just a little bit fearless, let go of my 
reservations, and trust Betsy to photograph and reveal the love that surrounds me daily? 

If you answered yes to any of those questions, let’s set up a time to talk further. You may not be able to 
say this about a new purse or latest electronic, but you will never regret preserving your memories. 

Grab a piece of paper, a pen, 
and a highlighter

Back to the top, go through 
each person again. Next to 

the memories, list the first 2 
things that come to mind when 
summing up who each person 
is. For example, Grandpa Dan 
loves woodworking and can be 

found in his workshop.

List 5 family members and/
or close friends. Leave some 

space between each person, as 
you’ll have more writing to do.

Next to each person, write the 
first 3 memories that come to 

mind of time you’ve shared 
with each person.

Highlight the memories you 
have photos for WITH YOU 
in them. Then highlight the 

character summaries you have 
photos for that represent the 

spirit of each person.

Add up the number of 
highlights you have photos for 

and the number you do not.

What special activities, personality traits, 
and daily rituals would you like to freeze 

forever? Here’s a quiz to evaluate your 
memory preservation progress.

MEMORY PRESERVATION QUIZ
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I am truly humbled when you invite me into your inner circle of trust to 

document your life. I welcome ALL families and couples! 

It is very important to connect with your photographer—I strongly believe in 

the perfect tri-fecta of loving my work, enjoying my personality, and feeling 

comfortable with me.  

I would love to get to know you and chat more about how I can tell your story 

in the most authentic way. 

CONNECT: 
Betsy McCue 

email:  life@lavidacreations.com  

web:  www.vidapassport.com  

 www.lavidacreations.com 

phone: 619.857.3717

LET’S DO THIS!
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VIDA DOCUMENTARIES 
     Seize the day

All rights reserved Viva La Vida Ventures ©2017–2018

BETSY MCCUE  
photographic ar tis t  & documentarian

www.vidapasspor t.com  
www.lavidacreations.com
li fe@lavidacreations.com 

619.857.3717


